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What happens to politics when it takes the form of theatre? How has theatre both exploited and undermined politics 
both in society and on the stage?Theatre Politics explores the complex relationship between theatre and politics, 
questioning some of the assumptions that often arise when they are brought together. Challenging ideas about 
'entertainment' and 'communication', the book draws on a broad range of key writing from Plato to Rancire, and 
theatrical examples from Shakespeare and his adaptors through Peter Handke to debbie tucker green.

'[a] brilliant series...these mini paperbacks each give an insightful, focused overview of a key topic...start collecting 
now.' - Whatsonstage.com '...Palgrave Macmillan's excellent new outward-looking, eclectic Theatre ... series.These 
short books, written by leading theatre academics, do much to reintroduce some of the brightest names in theatre 
academia to the general reader. Plus, the matrix of references to bigger books soon builds quite a comprehensive catch-
up reading list for those of us who graduated more than a decade ago and are interested in where contemporary 
thinking is at...' - Guardian Theatre Blog, September 2009, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/theatreblog/2009/sep/10/theatre-critics-academics-artists 'On the evidence of this tour 
de force Joe Kelleher demonstrates why so many consider him to be the most lucid commentator on contemporary 
theatre operating in the English language.' - Alan Read, Professor of Theatre, King's College London 'For those of us 
interested in the knotty paradoxes that sit at the core of theatre's meta-theatrical truth-effects - an ethics that is no 
longer ethics, a politics that is political for how it is yet to be imagined, an idea of the human that displaces itself the 
moment it is performed - these pithy glimpses at the enigma of what theatre might be doing when it does itself well are 
timely engagements with some of the twenty-first century's most pressing philosophical preoccupations.' - of Theatre 
series, Performance Paradigm [a] brilliant series...these mini paperbacks each give an insightful, focused overview of a 
key topic...start collecting now.' - Whatsonstage.com '...Palgrave Macmillan's excellent new outward-looking, eclectic 
Theatre ... series.These short books, written by leading theatre academics, do much to reintroduce some of the 
brightest names in theatre academia to the general reader. Plus, the matrix of references to bigger books soon builds 
quite a comprehensive catch-up reading list for those of us who graduated more than a decade ago and are interested in 
where contemporary thinking is at...'- Guardian Theatre Blog, September 2009, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/theatreblog/2009/sep/10/theatre-critics-academics-artists 'On the evidence of this tour 
de force Joe Kelleher demonstrates why so many consider him to be the most lucid commentator on contemporary 
theatre operating in the English language.' - Alan Read, Professor of Theatre, King's College London r/ 'For those of us 
interested in the knotty paradoxes that sit at the core of theatre's meta-theatrical truth-effects an ethics that is no longer 
ethics, a politics that is political for how it is yet to be imagined, an idea of the human that displaces itself the moment 
it is performed these pithy glimpses at the enigma of what theatre might be doing when it does itself well are timely 
engagements with some of the twenty-first century's most pressing philosophical preoccupations.' - of Theatre series, 
Performance ParadigmFrom the Back CoverWhat happens to politics when it takes the form of theatre? How has 
theatre both exploited and undermined politics both insociety and on the stage?Theatre Politics explores the complex 
relationship between theatre and politics, questioning some of the assumptions that often arise when they are brought 
together. Challenging ideas about 'entertainment' and 'communication', the book draws on a broad range of key writing 
from Plato to Rancire, and theatrical examples from Shakespeare and his adaptors through Peter Handke to debbie 
tucker green. 


