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Mark Schilling : The Encyclopedia of Japanese Pop Culture before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of Japanese Pop Culture:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Obviously alabor of love...By Peter J. CollinsThisis such a great
read - | livein Japan and thought it would get me in touch with the people around me. Since most of the entries feature
pop culture from the late 1950s through the early 1990s, though, what I've ended up with isalot of fun stories which
the Japanese 30-somethings around me have never even heard! The result? Everyone thinks I'm that weird foreigner
who knows about and likes Pink Lady, who knows how many members there were in SMAP when they first started,
and all the different generations of Ultraman.The author lives in Japan, and does know what he's talking about. He


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0834803801

pokes fun at some of the goofy stars and trends which have come along, without ever getting mean about them.This
makes for a highly readable book of short essays - highly recommended! 0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Five StarsBy Art H.Awesome!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bought as a gift.By
Chastityl bought thisas agift so | can hardly speak to the subject matter. | will say that it is arather large and well-
made book.

In the West, Japanese culture comesin the form of Power Rangers, Godzilla movies, and Sanrio products, but of
course the indigenous pop culture is much richer. Rather than focus on what the rest of the world has already
encountered, Mark Schilling provides an encyclopedic compendium of books, movies, music, comedians, and cultural
scandals that have had the greatest impact in Japan. Thus, for the outsider, The Encyclopedia of Japanese Pop Culture
isan insider's guide to post-war Japan. Not content to simply catalog his entries, Schilling provides real depth and
analysisin his articles, opening up Japan's rich pop heritage to the world at large.

.com In the West, Japanese culture comesin the form of Power Rangers, Godzilla movies, and Sanrio products, but of
course the indigenous pop culture is much richer. Rather than focus on what the rest of the world has already
encountered, Mark Schilling provides an encyclopedic compendium of books, movies, music, comedians, and cultural
scandals that have had the greatest impact in Japan. Thus, for the outsider, The Encyclopedia of Japanese Pop Culture
isaninsider's guide to post-war Japan. Not content to simply catalog his entries, Schilling provides real depth and
analysisin his articles, opening up Japan's rich pop heritage to the world at large. " Japanese pop culture is the beta
version of twenty-first century American pop culture. Mark Schilling's encyclopediais an invaluable guide to arich
but labyrinthine subject. | useit not to look up what | don't know, but to find out what | should know."Roger Ebert,
movie critic "Over seventy entries cover Japanese popular culture from 1945 to the present, covering music, comedy,
fads, popular media, and all aspects which have fueled Japanese popular concerns over the decades. This does more
than create listings of movements: it provides the historical references and connections essential to understanding how
these interests devel oped." Midwest Book From the PublisherSchilling has atruly encyclopedic grasp of his subject,
which allows him to trace the interconnections between one pop phenomenon and another (singers who become
actresses who marry writers who become game show hosts who become journalists covering politicians who were
once standup comics) and an ear to the ground that picks up on the latest |atest. He shares the inside dope
entertainingly, while still tracing the complicated geneal ogies of popmusic dynasties and quoting boxoffice receipts.
Heavily illustrated, this completely original book is areallife introduction to contemporary Japan that shows it as
something other than the land of Genji, cherry blossoms, and samurai: a funny, funky world where Hello Kitty reigns
alongside Godzilla.



