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Patrick Wolff : The Complete Idiot's Guide to Chess, Third Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Idiot's Guide to Chess, Third Edition: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Decent guide but only if you already know how to playBy For 
RealThis book, published in 2005 and never updated since then, is okay for an introduction to chess. I say okay 
because it doesn't really explain the basics well but gets quickly into openings, mid games and end games. For a pure 
beginner this book is too confusing, but if you already know the basics of chess this book can help you understand the 
game better. Overall though it's still a little hard to read for a beginner. It is old so the author's website no longer 
works. It seems he hasn't played professional chess in a long time and instead manages investments. Some of the other 
websites mentioned in the book also don't exist any more. Could really use an update, but I don't know if the Complete 
Idiot's series is still an active brand..2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Too Much "Idiot", Not Enough 
"Chess".By Dayton Lavon KitchensNot at all what I expected. While the book it interesting in what it gives you about 
the history of the game and the greatest players, it doesn't really provide you with enough information to help you win 
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against any kind of serious opposition. Little more than a description of the pieces and their allowed movements all of 
which you can get from the simplest of game instructions that come with a set. I expected much more about winning 
strategies and tactics to use.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Think twice before buying the kindle 
edition.By NorbertThis e-book explains the basic rules of chess as well as some basic tactics, however the kindle 
version with it's below average format just kills this book. With diagrams you can't look at while reading a tactic, and 
diagrams so small you migth get blind trying to make sense of them. The kindle version for this book just earn a 3 star 
rating. The first chapters teach you about moving pieces and pieces value and later you start learnig tactics and 
advanced tactics. It has plenty of puzzles to start practicing. If the diagrams are not an issue for you this e-book has 
good material for starting chess.

Written by a U.S. Chess Champion, International Chess Grandmaster, and longtime instructor, this book includes 
information for both novice and expert, including over 400 illustrated chessboards and photos; over 20 pages of 
detailed answer key notes; a completely new chapter on new evidence about chess and its impact on brain power; a 
guide to the art of chess collectibles; and more. Foreword by Larry Evans, former International Grandmaster and 
author of 20 highly acclaimed chess books and a popular monthly advice column in Chess Life. For the beginner or 
the champ, and for young and old. 

About the AuthorPatrick Wolff is a two-time U.S. Chess Champion (1992 and 1995) and an International Chess Grand-
master. Patrick writes a chess column for the Boston Globe. In addition, he has been a chess coach and instructor and 
has appeared in several instructional chess videos. 


