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Irving Chernev : The Bright Side of Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Bright Side of Chess: 

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. FunBy The Bay Man "Dan"Really fun book.

INSPIRED by the slogan "Nothing but fun," this is a gay, light hearted book. There is many a chuckle in the epigrams 
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by, and anecdotes about, great masters. The "bright games" are quick and clever - sharp duels of nimble minds, with 
annotations that highlight the fine points. The magical problems, endings and "flights of fancy" are all special favorites 
with Chernev - the kind he treasures in his famous little black book. Most attractive of all: Chernev's candidates for the 
15 most beautiful games of all time.

About the AuthorIrving Chernev was born on January 29, 1900 in Pryluky in the Ukraine. He emigrated to the United 
States in 1920. He wrote some of the most successful and widely read chess books ever written. Contrary to popular 
belief and to the publicity blurbs on the chess books he wrote, Chernev was not an especially strong player. According 
to those I know who played him, his real strength was not more than Expert, although he did play in the 1942 US 
Championship. However, he was a lively and entertaining writer. On a percentage basis compared with the number of 
books he wrote, he is probably the most popular writer ever on the game of chess in history. His books are not read for 
the deep analysis but rather for the unusual games and chess positions, the curious facts and the amusing stories which 
have become part of chess lore that every chess player in the world now knows even those who have not read his 
books. He wrote that he "probably read more about chess, and played over more games than any man in history." He 
wrote 20 chess books, among them: Chessboard Magic!; The Bright Side of Chess; The Most Instructive Games of 
Chess Ever Played; 1000 Best Short Games of Chess; Practical Chess Endings; Combinations: The Heart of Chess; 
and Capablanca's Best Chess Endings. In 1945, he and Kenneth Harkness wrote An Invitation to Chess. Perhaps his 
most famous book is Logical Chess: Move by Move. Irving Chernev died in San Francisco, California on September 
29, 1981. 


