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Andre Schulz : The Big Book of World Chess Championships: 46 Title Fights - from Steinitz to Carlsen  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Big Book of World Chess 
Championships: 46 Title Fights - from Steinitz to Carlsen: 

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. The history of the big chess battlesBy Kai ThurforsAs I am 
interested in chess I'm sometimes curious about the world champions who have come and gone. Some of them I have 
followed more closely, some were before my time, and some have flown under my radar in years when I have been 
busy with other things. This book gave me a good understanding of the people who became or tried to become 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9056916351


champions. Well written and I recommend it. One warning though, my Kindle can't show the symbols for the moved 
pieces, which makes it difficult to follow the games (there is one commented game per champion match). But as all 
important games now can be found on the net, that is not a big drawback. (If you like this book and want more 
background on the champions I also very much recommed Sosonko's The World Champions I Knew).4 of 5 people 
found the following review helpful. Wonderful and comprehensive history of the best players in the world.By Michael 
A. SteenThis is simply a terrific book covering all sorts of arcana from the entire history of world chess 
championships. In the first chapter alone I discovered all kinds of fascinating information about Wilhelm Steinitz and 
the first world championship. And of course the information on the challengers is equally fascinating. All the greats 
are here--Capablanca, Lasker, Alekhine, Smyslov--right up to Carlsen vs. Anand.However, if you are looking for a 
book analyzing the games from the matches, you'd best look elsewhere. Schulz includes one very well annotated game 
from each contest, checked by modern computers, but the games take second place to the well-written and researched 
biographical and anecdotal material.One caveat, though: The print is smaller than I am used to in a paperback, and 
while I can read it with my 65 year old eyes, I need a bright reading lamp. If you have trouble with small print, you'd 
be well advised to get the Kindle edition if you can.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
bookBy CustomerExcellent work. Explains the history of the WC. Includes some games from each championship to 
illustrate the style of the day. Excellent photographs as well. This book fulfills a need in the story of chess history. 
Well worth the price.

Wilhelm Steinitz, the winner of the first official World Chess Championship in 1886, would have rubbed his eyes in 
disbelieve if he could have seen how popular chess is today. With millions of players all around the world, live 
internet transmissions of major and minor competitions, and educational programs in thousands of schools, chess has 
truly become a global passion.And what would Steinitz, who had financial problems his whole life and died in 
poverty, have thought of the current world champion, Magnus Carlsen, who became a multi-millionaire in his early 
twenties just by playing great chess?The history of the World Chess Championship reflects these enormous changes, 
and German chess journalist Andre Schulz tells the stories of the title fights in fascinating detail: the historical and 
social backgrounds, the prize money and the rules, the seconds and other helpers, and the psychological wars on and 
off the board.Meet some of the world's sharpest minds as they clash in what has been called the cruellest sport' and 
drink in their tales: the lonely geniuses, the flamboyant boulevardiers, the Nazi-sympathizers, the communist darlings 
and a troubled boy from Brooklyn.Relive the magic of Capablanca, Alekhine, Botvinnik, Tal, Karpov, Kasparov, 
Bobby Fischer and the others. All great champions, but so different in character and playing style. Schulz's chronicle is 
an absorbing evocation of the battles they fought. He has also selected one defining game from each championship, 
and he explains the moves of the Champions, and the ideas behind the moves, in a way that is easily accessible for 
amateur players and highly instructive for beginners as well. This is a book that no true chess lover wants to miss.

"I like the selection of the games and the explanations are easy to understand and to the point. But the best part if how 
the story is told, complete with historical backgrounds and lots of anecdotes." (Karsten Muller, author of 'Bobby 
Fisher, The Career and Complete Games')"A new, entertaining and well-structured chronicle, suitable for all those 
chess friends who are more interested in real stories than in dry opening theory." (Walter Eigenmann Glarean 
Magazine)"I enjoyed the book immensely." (John Watson The Week In Chess)"Chess journalist Andre Schulz's story 
covers a lot of ground over a wide period of time and is full of interesting facts and assessments." (Martin Breutigam 
Berliner Tagesspiegel)"Schulz handles his material very well and his style is that of a historiographical narrator. An 
excellent documentary book that every chess player should have who is not just interested in the game itself." (Uwe 
Bekemann German Correspondence Chess Federation)"I read it from cover to cover with great pleasure." (Matthew 
Sadler, Grandmaster, author of 'Chess for Life")"A splendid book. They used to say: this book belongs in your 
library - and I am saying it now." (B.H. Wilders Nederlands Dagblad)"From Steinitz playing for reduced fees when 
proper stakes could not be raised by his challengers to the lights going out on Anand and Topalov, this book covers 
historically interesting facts pertaining to the matches. This book also does a good job of going beyond the matches 
themselves to get into many of the details regarding the players (..) I highly recommend this book to anyone who 
enjoys learning about the history of the royal game and give it five out of five stars." (Chris Wainscott ChessIQ)"A 
fantastic book." (Johan Hut Noordhollands Dagblad)"The 46 matches for the world title have produced much 
magnificent chess, as well as plenty of off-the-board drama. Schultz succinctly but enjoyably recounts the background 
to each contest, as well as all the incidents which occurred during it." (CHESS Magazine (UK))About the 
AuthorAndre Schulz is a respected German chess journalist. He is the editor-in-chief of the ChessBase newssite. 


