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Hunter Davies: The Beatles (Updated Edition) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised The Beatles (Updated Edition):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyable Bestles BiographyBy froskiel'm about half way through
the book and I'm really enjoying it. | have to keep reminding myself that it was written in 1968. It's very detailed,
sometimes almost too much so, but it's written well, so | find it hard to put down. The photos are fun and | wish there
were more of them. | also enjoy seeing the handwritten lyrics for the songs.9 of 10 people found the following review
helpful. An Excellent Introduction to the BeatlesBy J C E Hitchcockl was too young to remember much of the Beatles
in their heyday, and although | was familiar with alot of their songs, | did not know alot about them as individuals.
Two things happened towards the end of last year to arouse my interest. The first was the death of George Harrison,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393338746

with all the mediainterest it generated. The second was when | asked my niece Imogen (then aged seven) what she
wanted for Christmas. "A Beatles CD" came the reply. And this from alittle girl whose parents are too young to
remember much of the sixties. So much for those who say that the Beatles are only relevant to ageing ex-hippies, not
to modern youngsters.| decided to look for a book which gave the full story of the group. this was surprisingly difficult
to find in the shops, but | eventually came across Hunter Davies's book on . Thiswas just what | was looking for. Most
biographies of popstars and showbiz celebrities are very lightweight affairs, but Davies's book is solid and
workmanlike and full of useful information, despite having first been published in 1968 at the height of the Beatles
boom.The sections about the Beatles early years are excellent. My only criticism isthat their later years are not
covered in such detail, although there are possibly reasons for this. When the book was first published, Davies may
well have thought that the events of 1966-68 (when the Beatles did much of their best work) were too well-known to
be retold in great detail. The book also includes a postscript dating from 1985; | would have liked thisto have been
more detailed, but perhaps the author, who knew the Beatles personally, felt that it was not appropriate to go into

detail about the events surrounding the group's break-up in 1969-70. He may also have felt that the details of their post-
1970 careers were beyond the scope of hisbook.All in al, | felt that this was an excellent book which | could
recommend to anyone looking like me for an introduction to the Beatles' lives and work.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. The genuine Beatles bible! By Karl This book was my very first Beatles biography. It's by me
and many others considered to be the very best biography of the Beatles ever written!

The book that defines a band that defined a generation. During 1967 and 1968 Hunter Davies spent eighteen months
with the Beatles at the peak of their powers as they defined a generation and rewrote popular music. Astheir only
authorized biographer, he had unparalleled accessnot just to John, Paul, George, and Ringo but also to friends, family,
and colleagues. Davies collected a wealth of intimate and revealing material that still makes this the classic Beatles
bookthe one all other biographerslook to. He remained close with the band and had access to more information over
the years. This edition brings the story up-to-date with new material on the Beatles's solo careers and lives, aswell as
the stories of many other people who appear in the book. Drawing on new materia from the author's archives and
from the Beatles themselves, including a newly discovered song lyric by George Harrison, this edition brings new
insights to the Beatles legend. 69 black-and-white photographs

From Publishers WeeklyOriginally published in 1968, thisis arevised and updated edition of the band's authorized
biography. Copyright 1996 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From Library Journal Since their breakup in 1969, the
only band that has managed to become bigger than the Beatles is...the Beatles. Their inestimable number of fans have
not been willing to let it be, and the release of the three Anthology double CD sets has put the group right back on top.
amazingly, their recordings sell more copies now than at the height of Beatlemania. Written in 1968, this was the only
officia portrait of the group that was produced with their cooperation. For this revision, Davies has included a new
introduction and three updated appendixes of Beatles places, memorabilia, and books. Though works on the band are
legion, this remains one of the best. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. A document of our century. -
Marshall McLuhan



