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Michka Assayas : The Beatles and the Sixties (W5 Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Beatles and the Sixties (W5 Series): 

John, Paul, George, and Ringo - the names are familiar to everyone over sixteen. This book is for anyone curious 
about those four English guys whose music is listened to by parents and older siblings all the time. In addition to 
historical background about the early days of rock n roll, 1950's Liverpool, the Beatles' meteoric rise to fame, and their 
eventual breakup, you will learn about things that just might surprise you.

From School Library JournalGrade 6 Up. The publisher claims that this series "can cause the reader to develop 
increased awareness and an uncontrollable enthusiasm for the subject matter." While the aim is lofty, it is difficult to 
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see how it could be achieved by this muddled presentation. Part of the problem is the book's format and design. Each 
double-page spread consists mainly of large photographs or collages and short essays on different aspects of the Beatle 
phenomenon. There is no real focus to these vignettes, and together they leave no coherent impression. Some are just 
plain bad, such as the map of Liverpool with 13 pins marking sites where major events relating to the Beatles took 
place. Each pin has a string attached that leads to a pin outside the map and a brief explanation of the site. 
Unfortunately, the map is so full of unrelated pins that it's almost impossible to tell where the actual events took place. 
YA readers will be much better served by Marvin Martin's The Beatles (Watts, 1996).?Tim Wadham, Dallas Public 
Library, TXCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.Language NotesText: English (translation) Original 
Language: French 


