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Cyril W. Beaumont : The Ballet Called Swan Lake before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Ballet Called Swan Lake:

This classic book is the definitive work on one of ballet's greatest and most popular works, Swan Lake. The book isin
two parts. The first describes the evolution of Swan Lake from itsinitial conception to itsfirst realisation by the
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Austrian choreographer Julius Wenzel Reisinger, which was a comparative failure, followed by the story of the ballet's
resuscitation and eventual triumph by Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov. Included are the original synopses of both the
original Reisinger production and the Petipa-Ivanov version. There is an account of Tchaikovsky and his score,
together with details of the original settings and costumes, and many of those designed for later productions. The
second part of the book is concerned with the actual presentation of the ballet. The choreography of all four acts of the
Petipa-Ivanov version is set out in full, with explanations of not only the stage action, but also of how the dancers
move, the kind of stepsthey do, the gestures they make and what they are intended to express. The variousroles are
also analysed from the dancers' points of view, and some of the problems that may confront both dancer and producer
are considered and resolved. Finally, there is a survey of some of the great dancers who over the years have achieved
distinction in the roles of Odette-Odile and Prince Siegfried.



