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Maxim Chetverik, Alexander Der Raetsky : Mikhail Tal: Tactical Genius (Masters (Everyman Chess))  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mikhail Tal: Tactical Genius 
(Masters (Everyman Chess)): 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Lance David SolomonGreat read24 of 28 people found 
the following review helpful. A disappointmentBy A CustomerBeing a very aggresive and tactical player myself and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1857443659


never having read a game collection of Tal's, I was very excited about buying this book. However, this book is not 
really what I'd expected. Rather than present and show you Tal's best games and combinations with annotations, each 
chapter begins with one or two of Tal's games and then gives you puzzles which are positions from Tal's games in 
which you are meant to work out his continuation. While this format might appeal to some people, it didn't appeal to 
me. That said, it is still an excellent book for what it is. I just think you ought to know that it is more a puzzle book 
with a few of Tal's games rather than a game collection, because the title can be quite misleading. This way you won't 
be dissapointed if, like me, you want a game collection of Tal's. If this is true for you, I recommend looking into "The 
Life and games of Mikhail Tal" or "The Magic of Mikhail Tal", neither book of which I own but have good reveiws 
and are books that I will be looking into because they both seem to match my specification criteria.

Mikhail Tal was simply a chess phenomenon. The "magician from Riga" stunned the chess world when he became the 
youngest ever World Champion (at that time) in 1960, and he won countless supporters for his scintillating tactical 
play and his infectious enthusiasm for the game. As former World Champion Vassily Smyslov once noted, "Tal's 
appearance in chess had the effect of an exploding bomb, since his style of play was distinguished by extraordinary 
combinative brilliance."In this book Raetsky and Chetverik revisit Tal's brilliant victories. The authors have carefully 
picked his most famous and instructive games and combinations, ones which set the chess world alight with 
admiration. A study of this tactical genius is sure to entertain and benefit the aspiring chess student. *Includes Tal's 
most brilliant sacrificial attacks*Ideal for the attacking-minded chess player*Perfect for sharpening tactical ability

From the Back CoverMikhail Tal was simply a chess phenomenon. The 'magician from Riga' stunned the chess world 
when he became the youngest ever World Champion (at that time) in 1960, and he won countless supporters for his 
scintillating tactical play and his infectious enthusiasm for the game. Tal's dazzling tactical style would often leave his 
hapless opponents in a state of shell shock. As former World Champion Vassily Smyslov once noted, 'Tal's appearance 
in chess had the effect of an exploding bomb, since his style of play was distinguished by extraordinary combinative 
brilliance.'In this book Alexander Raetsky and Maxim Chetverik revisit Tal's brilliant victories. The authors have 
carefully picked his most famous and instructive games and combinations, ones which set the chess world alight with 
admiration. A study of this tactical genius is sure to entertain and benefit the aspiring chess student. Includes Tal's 
most brilliant sacrificial attacksIdeal for the attacking-minded chess playerPerfect for sharpening your tactical ability 


