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Rodger Streitmatter : Mightier than the Sword: How the News Media Have Shaped American History  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mightier than the Sword: How 
the News Media Have Shaped American History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not So Boring AfterallBy Kayla NelsonI had to buy this book for 
school and thought it would be another horrible requirement.This book was so fun to read and is full of fun facts and 
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Great content. It's a fantastic read for history buffs or aspiring journalists. I absolutely loved it!!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Not BadBy Karen Taghi ZoghiJust a text book...but interesting.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Candace J. PruittVery easy read entertaining and on point.

In this path-breaking book, Rodger Streitmatter takes readers on a sightseeing tour of American history as influenced 
by the public press, visiting sixteen landmark events in US history, from the American Revolution and the civil rights 
movement to Watergate and 9/11. These are events that stir the political imagination; but, as Streitmatter shows, they 
also demonstrate how American journalism, since the 1760s, has not merely recorded this nation's history but has 
played a role in shaping it. This book is the first of its kind. Streitmatter avoids the mind-numbing lists of names, 
dates, and newspaper headlines that bog down the standard journalism history textbook. Instead, he focuses on a 
limited number of episodes, identifying common characteristics within the news media. The third edition includes an 
entirely new chapter on social media and the election of Barack Obama. This edition also looks beyond traditional 
journalistic outlets such as newspapers and television news reports to examine the modern-day role that the Internet 
and its various venues play in reporting the news and shaping history.

Praise for the Third Edition of Rodger Streitmatter's Mightier than the SwordWhen it comes to looking American 
journalism square in the eye and asking exactly the right questions, no book offers a fresher perspective and does it 
better than Mightier Than the Sword. Just for his examination alone of the media's failure over the years to support 
women's suffrage, or for questioning what is ethical in the pursuit of a cause as important as independence, Rodger 
Streitmatter deserves high grades for making his readers critically rethink their preconceived notions.Steve Klein, 
coordinator of the Journalism program at George Mason University"Streitmatter's book is an excellent auxiliary text 
for an introductory mass media class. It provides students with a real sense of the role the media have played in the 
development of American society and how they were used as agents of social change. It also provides a context for the 
role the media play today."Dave Cassady, Pacific University 


