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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised mental_floss 
Crosswords: Rich, Mouthwatering Puzzles You Need to Unwrap Immediately!: 

24 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Hidden MovesBy PuzzleMATThis book contains a selection of 72 
puzzles from Matt Gaffney's Weekly Crossword Contest (MGWCC). If you're an occasional solver of this site, you 
might find it as attractive in book form or you could give it a pass and always wait for next Friday.For those who don't 
know MGWCC, professional crossword constructor Matthew Gaffney posts up a crossword every Friday on his site 
(google his name) and challenges his readers to come up with that week's solution. The solution is derived from a 
puzzle within the puzzle (termed meta-puzzle). After finishing the crossword, you try to find out what to do with the 
completed grid to find the answer. Hints are scattered in the grid, the clues, the theme entries and even that puzzle's 
title.A recent example: you are told that the meta-solution is a name of a US president. The theme entries were ZETA-

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1402785518


JONES, CARBON PAPER, JUNE BUG, SATURN ION and INDIGO GIRLS. With some thought, you'd realize that 
zeta, carbon, June, Saturn and indigo are 6th in some specific series (Greek letters, elements, month, planets and 
colours of the spectrum). So the answer has to be the 6th president; namely, John Quincy Adams.There are 4-5 Fridays 
in a month and the puzzles start easy on the first Friday before maxing out on difficulty during the last. The winner 
receives a signed book from Gaffney, and monthly winners receive stationery sets. With my mediocre crosswording 
skills, I only enter in the first two Fridays of the month and with the odd luck, the third Friday. I suggest you check out 
his site here and it should help you decide if this book's for you. By the way, I have no idea what Mental Floss has 
anything to do with this.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a great crossword collection--
difficultBy Diane D. WahtoThis is a great crossword collection--difficult, but not impossible to do, with lots of witty 
clues and answers. Plus, if it gets too difficult, I can cheat and look in the back for the solution. This collection is good 
to have on hand when I've finished all the NYTimes and Nation crosswords. I'm addicted and this collection helps feed 
my addiction.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. I love crossword puzzlesBy Bethany SutherlandI love 
crossword puzzles. I do them all the time. I have to admit though, these puzzles are really hard--with esoteric and 
overly vague clues.

mental_floss teams up with puzzle aficionado Matt Gaffney to bring solvers one of the most amazing crossword 
collections ever devised. Each of the 66 puzzles not only features a fun theme and witty clues, there's also a secret 
puzzle within the puzzle waiting to be solved. This is called a meta-puzzle in the biz, and Gaffney has pulled out all 
the stops to keep your mental wheels turning.

About the AuthorMatt Gaffney has been a professional crossword puzzle writer for the past 15 years. His puzzles have 
appeared in Billboard, the Chicago Tribune, the New York Times, and many other publications. He's written eight 
books of crossword puzzles, four books of variety puzzles, and the 2006 narrative book Gridlock: Crossword Puzzles 
and the Mad Geniuses Who Create Them. He's also the author of the Complete Idiot's Guide to Crossword Puzzles 
Word Games. Gaffney lives in Staunton, VA. 


