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Patrick Sky : Mel Bay Presents - Ryan's Mammoth Collection, 1050 Reels and Jigs (Hornpipes, Clogs, Walk-
arounds, Essences, Strathspeys, Highland Flings and Contra Dances, with Figures)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mel Bay Presents - Ryan's Mammoth Collection, 
1050 Reels and Jigs (Hornpipes, Clogs, Walk-arounds, Essences, Strathspeys, Highland Flings and Contra Dances, 
with Figures): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Nice reprinting of an old classic -- but with a horrible bindingBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786603003


dhbaileyThis collection of old-time music, the stuff people used to dance to all the time in Ireland and in America 
many years ago, is priceless for all the gems it contains. I'm giving it 5 stars because it's a great collection and this is a 
nice reprinting with one exception -- these "perfect" bindings are horrible for any publisher to use on music books that 
people need to have lie open on their music stands! Whenever I buy a book with this sort of binding, I first curse the 
stupid publisher and then go visit my locally owned copy shop, where I have them convert the book into a coil 
binding. It's an extra $3 expense, but it's well worth it to be able to have the book actually be usable to perform from. I 
really ought to give it only 3 stars because the binding is so impractical but I don't want to scare anybody away and 
once the binding has been converted it's definitely worth all 5 stars!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Amazing book of tunes!By Kokapelli 108This is an astonishing book, and surprisingly small, no bigger than any 
standard sized fiddle book. I was expecting bible-like thickness. I was interested in O'Neill's but got bogged down on 
which edition to choose, reading all of the contradictory comments about which is best.Then 2 photocopied pages of 
this book were shown to me. Wow, what a treasure house! Anyone who can read music should own a copy, if only for 
the exercise and sight-reading potential. That is just skimming the surface of course. The wealth of tunes for the 
traditional player is breathtaking.It has the wrong kind of binding though - that was not thought through well by the 
publisher. I will take it to a print house and have it spiral bound eventually.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Good historical background on Ryan's book (the original) and the ...By MO MooseThis is the book many 
(most?) of us knew as Cole's 1,000 Fiddle Tunes. Good historical background on Ryan's book (the original) and the 
culture of music publication in general in the 19th century.

This comprehensive book is a facsimile edition of the original collection published in 1883. It has survived over the 
years because it is one of the richest and most interesting of the 19th century instrumental collections as well as a 
resource for students of American vernacular music. Examining the cultural exchange between minstrel show, ethnic 
music and even classical music influenced some of the genres of what we now call American music. "Ryan's 
Mammoth Collection" contains a significant number of reels, jigs, hornpipes, clogs, walk-arounds, essences, 
strathspeys, highland flings, and contradances that are still played by both traditional and professional fiddlers. A 
special section containing historical notes and comments is included.


