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Gareth John Williams : Master Pieces: The Architecture of Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Master Pieces: The Architecture of Chess: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Customervery nice History od chess pieces and 
beautiful graphics3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent little book on the artistry of chessBy 
James T. WheelerThis is a fine, 158-page book on the artistry of chess from its beginnings in 600 AD all the way up to 
the year 2000. The author is the British historian Gareth Williams. Many color and black-and-white photos and 
illustrations are used throughout to add to the narrative. Even movie stills are included showing how chess has been 
used as a dramatic aid to story development. Actors include Marlon Brando, George C. Scott, Woody Allen, Sir John 
Gielgud, Frank Sinatra, Douglas Fairbanks, and even John Wayne. Wayne was apparently a "speed chess" addict and 
would use the game to kill boredom on movie sets. Interesting.Since the book is out-of-print, I got my copy in the 
second-hand market. The book was lacking a dust jacket but otherwise was in great shape. The previous owner or 
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owners must have treated the book with respect which is encouraging to me.Anyone interested in chess history or 
chess art should own this book. Although it's small in size (8" high by 6" wide), it's full of intriguing facts and 
vignettes. Furthermore, I would have enjoyed reading more about the Staunton design variations, like the Zagreb-59 
and Reykjavik-72. Those will have to wait for another book. Mr. Williams, are you listening?1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. My Favorite Book about Chess PiecesBy tacs3One of my favorite books on chess, and my 
very favorite on cheese pieces. Went under a lot of radars so it makes a great gift for anyone with an interest in chess 
and/or design.

A beautiful tribute to the artistry of the game of chessMaster Pieces: The Architecture of Chess is a gorgeous gift book 
for any chess fan. The first full-color illustrated book devoted to the art and design of the individual pieces in a chess 
set, the book presents examples of the most magnificent pieces from around the world, both ancient and modern. 
Master Pieces sheds new light on the history, evolution, and symbolism of chess pieces and displays the artistry and 
craft of creating these miniature works of art. Featuring some of the most beautiful and famous chess sets from all over 
the world, Master Pieces is the ideal gift for chess players everywhere.

About the AuthorGareth Williams is the owner of one of the most extensive collections of chess memorabilia in 
Europe, a collection that includes sets, boards, clocks, cards, prints, photos, ceramics, and more. He is the author of 
The Amazing Book of Chess and is also a regular contributor to Chess Monthly and The Chess Collector magazines. 


