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Joe Gallagher : Magic of Mikhail Tal (Everyman Chess)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Magic of Mikhail Tal (Everyman Chess): 

18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. A Wonderful BookBy Edgar HermosilloJoe Gallagher goes all out 
in this book! Covering Tal's career from 1975 to his untimely death in 1992, Gallagher picks up where Tal left off in 
his autobiography. The games themselves are, of course, Tal masterpieces and are well annotated using some of Tal's 
own recommendations. Galllagher provides ample biographical detail to go with the games and his notes on the games 
themselves are very readable with not too many variations. All in all, a modern classic on "The Magician from Riga."1 
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of 2 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Bruno Barbosa de Alencarok2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. An excellent summary of the final part of Tal's chess careerBy John M BallardMikhail Tal's 
early career (1951-60) has been well covered and documented in P.H. Clarke's excellent book from 1961, Mikhail 
Tal's Best Games of Chess.His middle period has likewise been well documented in Bernard Cafferty's volume Tal's 
100 Best Games, covering the period 61-73.However books dealing with Tal's third period, up to his early death in 
1992, are somewhat thin on the ground, and of these Joe Gallagher's The magic of Mikhail Tal, covering the years 
1975-92, is welcome.This book reprises Tal's bursting on the scene as a young master, and even before then, and his 
meteoric rise in the chess firmament is documented. The book then details the latter period of the master, when the 
fireworks were fewer, and shock horror he was even wont to score quick draws when playing with the black pieces ! - 
although with the white pieces he was more of his old self.Gallagher's book is a refreshing read, giving biographical 
and chessical details of Tal's career, and the annotations are detailed enough for most good chess players. The typeface 
and diagramming of the volume is excellent, making it a pleasure to read. Gallagher also gives insights into the 
openings used by Tal, and this gives an interesting insight into the Tal phenomenon.What is interesting is that both 
Clarke and Gallagher while admiring their charge's chess, from time to time admit certain moves were impetuous and 
either a quicker win was possible, or that Tal was quite lucky to win a certain game as his opponent did not choose the 
best continuation. Having said that it was Mikhail in the first place who created the dynamic situation in the game in 
which even grandmasterly opponents could not choose the best continuation because of the dynamism and complexity 
of the position !All in all then all three books on the magician fron Riga are recommended.

In this book Grandmaster Joe Gallagher takes a fresh look at Tal's games and career, focusing on the previously 
neglected period from 1975 to 1992 during which he played some of his most accomplished chess. Despite periodic 
bouts of ill-health Tal occupied a place in the world's top ten for most of this period, winning many top-class events 
and securing dozens of wonderful victories, many of which are annotated in detail here.

From the Back CoverFew players have captured the public imagination like the former World Champion Mikhail Tal. 
With his unique attacking style, he dazzled the chess world on the way to becoming the youngest ever World 
Champion (at that time) in 1960, winning friends around the world for both his entertaining play and engaging 
personality. Although Tal's championship reign was brief, he continued to delight his many fans with brilliant 
sacrificial games until his death in 1992. In this book Grandmaster Joe Gallagher takes a fresh look at Tal's games and 
career, focusing on the previously neglected period from 1975 to 1992 during which he played some of his most 
accomplished chess. Despite periodic bouts of ill-health Tal occupied a place in the world's top ten for most of this 
period, winning any top-class events and securing dozens of wonderful victories, many of which are annotated in 
detail here. (6 1/4 x 9 1/4, 224 pages, diagrams) 


