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John Watson : Dangerous Weapons: The French: Dazzle Your Opponents  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dangerous Weapons: The French: Dazzle Your Opponents: 

36 of 38 people found the following review helpful. Useful refreshment of french repertoareBy I. KnezovicWritten 
with his usual good mix of quality and charm, John Watson didn't want his good name tarnished writing his latest 
book, about his favorite opening. This is the first time he wrote a French book with two perspectives in mind, the 
black, as well as whites; so the first half of the book is written with innovative ideas for white side, and he didn't shy 
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away to write about variations he found bothersome from the black perspective. He did a fair work in a first half of the 
book to actually help white stir the game in some unique waters, giving us black French players additional headaches 
to worry about. To be precise, out of total 320 pages of this book, 143 pages are written for white. Within that there 
are 6 chapters of novel ideas. Black gets 8 chapters and 177 pages.Let me mention one chapter for example. Chapter 7 
(first chapter for black) is called "Swearing in church" and its full 30 pages are all about variation 1.e4,e6 2.d4,d5 
3.Nc3,Nc6. Firstly, he gives us the explanation about the logics of that particular variation in two pages, than he moves 
to heavily annotated and textually explained typical games for the variation (usually some of them are played by super 
GM`s), and finally, he has a "Looking a little deeper" sub chapter with theory we are used to in some regular opening 
books.So, very nice book. It is aimed at white and black side of French, and I would probably use its theory in peculiar 
tournament situations when I need a full point and when risk needed outweighs the safety of the French opening 
proper.Recommended!3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. practical ideasBy sleeplessThis is an excellent 
resource where you can pick and choose lines that interest you. I've had this book a while and have completed the 
chapters on the Paulsen attack (Leap of faith) and the Tarrasch guimard (A debasing strategy). It's not the kind of book 
where you need to do it all.It is incredibly time efficient. Spend a week on the chapter to understand the ideas, go 
through some TWIC games and then try it out in tournament play.13 of 17 people found the following review helpful. 
No surrender from this Frenchophile!By Marty MarionYears ago I was a purely Sicilian player who would rather fight 
than switch. However, as time went on, I found that I could not keep up with the theory-funny how work,wife,and 
family claim 90% of your time.After adding the Modern Defense to my repertoire(similar in some aspects to the 
Sicilian Dragon I played), I then wanted something more solid(and less time consuming!) that did not give the White 
player all the fun. Calling Dr. Watson!I have thoroughly enjoyed this book so far(not finished is the only reason it's 
getting 4 stars). John explains the plans for Black, what to look for depending on your opponents moves, and the 
reasons behind your moves.I have no other books on the French and yet feel totally prepared. In fact, @ my local 
chess club, no one will play into my French-all the e4 players are opting to start with d4 against me-which I absolutely 
love as I play d4 as White.You will need to play over the lines(set them up physically or on computer) so you can 'see' 
what you are looking at and what you are looking for.I feel like I should be purchasing his other book on the French-
but first I will give this my full concentration. He has lines that are not covered in MCO-14, nor on the French Defense 
CD by Ari Ziegler for Chessbase. If you play the French, you need this book! If you are thinking of playing the French 
or are looking for a solid defense that will last you your entire chess career, buy this book.Drive those playing White 
crazy-and get this book.Marty Marion(uscf 1707)

In Dangerous Weapons: The French, John Watson takes a revolutionary look at one of the most famous and widely-
played chess openings: the French Defence. Instead of travelling down well-trodden and analyzed paths, Watson 
concentrates on fresh or little-exp

From the Back CoverDo you need a well-deserved break from your normal chess openings? Are you tired of 
constantly having to keep up with modern chess theory? Or perhaps you simply wish to try out something new and 
exciting, but cannot decide between the embarrassment of choices available? Look no further for the answer!In 
Dangerous Weapons: The French, International Master John Watson takes a revolutionary look at one of the most 
famous and widely-played chess openings: the French Defence. Instead of travelling down well-trodden and analyzed 
paths, Watson concentrates on fresh or little-explored variations of the French, selecting a wealth of dangerous' options 
for both White and Black. A study of this book will leave the reader confident and fully-armed, and his or her 
opponents running for cover!Dangerous Weapons is a brand-new series of opening books which supply the reader 
with an abundance of hard-hitting ideas to revitalize his or her opening repertoire. Many of the carefully chosen 
weapons are innovative, visually shocking, incredibly tricky, or have been unfairly discarded; they are guaranteed to 
throw even your most experienced opponent off balance.*The French Defence in a whole new light*Packed with 
original ideas and analysis*Ideal for ambitious and adventurous playersJohn Watson is a highly-skilled and award-
winning chess writer, whose books have received much praise from reviewers and players alike. Previous works for 
Everyman Chess include his much admired and best-selling Play the French. 


