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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dance in Poetry: An 
International Anthology of Poems on Dance: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Shake that thingBy Simon Barrett 'Il Penseroso'There are not many 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0871272849


good poems about dance and this is not the place to find them. Your best bet is Emily Fragos's selection The Dance for 
Everyman, though I have a soft spot for the 1971 collection C'mon Everybody, subtitled Poetry of the Dance. I seem to 
recollect a similar collection from the same era called Dance Dance Dance. Am I deluded? Hard to track down under 
that title...

The only book of its kind, this anthology of poems about dance puts forward several interrelated ideas: that poetry is 
itself a form that resembles dance, that the difficulties of writing about dance in prose are avoided in poetry, and that 
dance is a "language" that crosses cultures and centuries. Selections include Leonard Cohen's "Last Dance at the Four 
Penny," Babette Deutsche's "Ballet School," Li-Po's "Dancing Girl," Howard Nemerov's "The Dancer's Reply," Arthur 
Rimbaud's "Gibbet Dance," Anne Sexton's "How We Danced," and Yevgeny Yevtushenko's "Doing the Twist on 
Nails." Short profiles of the poets and sources for their poems are also included.

About the AuthorAlkis Raftis is vice president of the International Organization of Folk Art and president of the Dora 
Stratou Greek Dance Theatre in Athens. 


