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Joel Best : Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Damned Lies and Statistics: 
Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Timely Arrival and Great Material for My Soc 451 ClassBy 
AustinArrived as expected. Best's work analyzes US mainstream media in the context of social and political 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520274709


constructs, and how it perpetuates or manipulates the facts through deceit in reporting. I would recommend this work 
to Sociology majors/faculty in the field.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Easiest way to fall in love 
with statistics!By MBAmama@homeExcellent book for any level. Provides cutting insight, stuctured in an easy to 
consume format. Couldn't stop talking about it. Has a very similar appeal as to that of Freakomonics. Enjoy!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Fabulous!By Y. S.Great book. Many people are innumerate. More 
examples would be great. For example, some politicians frequently provide irrelevant examples; Rudy Giuliani 
frequently quotes that 94% of crimes on blacks are committed by other blacks, when people suggest that whenever 
blacks encounter police officers there is a significantly higher chance of getting killed (shot, choked, etc.) if the police 
officer is white.

Here, by popular demand, is the updated edition to Joel Best's classic guide to understanding how numbers can 
confuse us. In his new afterword, Best uses examples from recent policy debates to reflect on the challenges to 
improving statistical literacy. Since its publication ten years ago, Damned Lies and Statistics has emerged as the go-to 
handbook for spotting bad statistics and learning to think critically about these influential numbers.

From the Inside Flap"[An] absolutely fascinating and sobering quest into the fantastic differences between the world 
as it is and the world as it is portrayed in the statistics the media use. . . .This book is simply a must."Nachman Ben-
Yehuda, author of The Masada Myth"Best is our leading authority on social problems today. His detective work in 
exposing the spurious use of statistics is essential to constructive social science. No one who speaks for the public 
welfare can ignore his powerful work."Jonathan B. Imber, Editor-in-Chief, Society"Joel Best is at it again. In Damned 
Lies and Statistics, he shows how statistics are manipulated, mismanaged, misrepresented, and massaged by officials 
and other powerful groups to promote their agendas. He is a master at examining taken-for-granted "facts" and 
debunking them through careful sociological scrutiny."Patricia Adler, author of Peer Power"A real page turner. Best is 
the John Grisham of sociology!"James Holstein, author of The New Language of Qualitative Method"In our era, 
numbers are as much a staple of political debates as stories. And just as stories so often turn into fables, so Best shows 
that we often believe the most implausible of numbers--to the detriment of us all."Peter Reuter, co-author of Drug War 
Heresies: Learning from Other Vices,Times and Places 


