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Irving Chernev : Curious Chess Facts before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Curious Chess Facts:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy Vizierlnteresting potpourri of notes about 19th and
early twentieth century masters.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Neat little bookBy David S.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=4871875717

MurdockThisisaneat little book. | read it in less than an hour and found lots of cool factoids about little-known facets
of chess. | bought it because Irving Chernev is one of my favorite old-school chess writers, but | cannot say that
reading this book hasimproved my gamein any way. However, it has given me some conversation starters for
between-game chatter at my chess club.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not hisfirst book!By
bwzFrom the 'Preface’ of David McKay's 1972 reprint of Chernev's book 'Chess Stategy and Tactics: "The critical
acclaim which greeted the original publication of 'Chess Strategy and Tactics in 1933 pleased, but did not surprise, its
authors."l'd also like to point out that you might find purchasing a copy of Chernev's "Wonders and Curiosities of
Chess' a better value. From the 'Introduction’ of this book: "Eventually | compiled 206 of these chesstidbitsinto a
booklet which was published in 1937 under the title 'Curious Chess Facts. Thiswork has been out of print for several
years. The present book ("Wonders and Curiosities of Chess) is an enlarged version of the original edition, as many
more curious facts have been added, and with them illustrative games." - Irving Chernev

Curious Chess Factsis Irving Chernev's first book. Published in 1937, it is his famous collection of chess anecdotes.
The factsin this book are so famous that they have become part of chesslore, repeated thousands of times, published
in countless books and magazine articles by many different authors, such that it is almost forgotten that this book is the
original published source. Here are some examples: At adinner somebody gave atoast to the World Chess Champion.
Both Steinitz and Zukertort stood up. (They played a match to determine the real world champion. Steinitz won the
match but Zukertort had finished three points ahead of him in London 1883.) Thisis Curious Chess Fact Number 197
in this book. Onethat | use that often helps me remember chess history is that Steinitz was World Champion for 28
years. His record was not quite equaled by L asker who was world champion for 27 years. Thisis Curious Chess Fact
Number 21. Since | remember that Lasker lost the world title to Capablancain amatch in 1921, | can calculate back to
determine the year in which Lasker won the world championship by defeating Steinitz in a match. Then, going back
another 28 years | can calculate the year that Steinitz defeated Adolf Anderssen who some consider to have been the
first world chess champion. Another exampleis that Marshall won afamous game by a queen sacrifice that was so
brilliant that the spectators showered the board with gold pieces. This is Curious Chess Fact Number 9. The moves of
the game itself with the spectacular queen sacrifice are to be found in almost every anthology of famous chess games.
The story that the spectators showered the board with gold piecesis always included with the moves. The list goes on
and on. There are so many of them that you just have to read this book to see and recall them.

About the Authorlrving Chernev was born on January 29, 1900 in Pryluky in the Ukraine. He emigrated to the United
Statesin 1920. He wrote some of the most successful and widely read chess books ever written. Contrary to popular
belief and to the publicity blurbs on the chess books he wrote, Chernev was not an especially strong player. According
to those I know who played him, hisreal strength was not more than Expert, although he did play in the 1942 US
Championship. However, he was alively and entertaining writer. On a percentage basis compared with the number of
books he wrote, he is probably the most popular writer ever on the game of chessin history. His books are not read for
the deep analysis but rather for the unusual games and chess positions, the curious facts and the amusing stories which
have become part of chess lore that every chess player in the world now knows even those who have not read his
books. He wrote that he "probably read more about chess, and played over more games than any man in history.” He
wrote 20 chess books, among them: Chessboard Magic!; The Bright Side of Chess; The Most Instructive Games of
Chess Ever Played; 1000 Best Short Games of Chess; Practical Chess Endings, Combinations: The Heart of Chess;
and Capablanca's Best Chess Endings. In 1945, he and Kenneth Harkness wrote An Invitation to Chess. Perhaps his
most famous book is Logical Chess: Move by Move. Irving Chernev died in San Francisco, California on September
29, 1981.



