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Kenneth T. Jackson : Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of
the United States:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The book on suburbanizationBy Leon LamThisis probably the first
comprehensive study of suburbanization. Jackson traces the history of urban development and provides a persuasive


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195049837

chronology of eventsthat led to the present American society. His analysis of the social, political and intellectual
context leading the formation of Levittownsin the 1950s is sound and useful to understand the more distant causes of
"white flight" in the 1960s and 70s. Both in depth and breadth, thisis certainly the book for the general audience on
the topic.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent detail and very well writtenBy J. HornyakThis
book was suggested by my professor for additional readings for my research. | dreaded additional work but sucked it
up and actually enjoy the book. It is very well written and extremely detailed about this history and extremely fast
expansion of urban sprawl in the United States. There is good comic relief ever now and then but focused on the
subject. | splurged and got the audio for the kindle which | had never done before and it highlights the line that the
narrator. The narrator have good change in tone and reads at a normal rate.3 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. A must have for anyone interested in architectural historyBy Sharon KarpinskiThis book is THE basic
reference on American suburbs, their cause and, sometimes, their cure. Jackson's chapters on how government-
subsidized financing practically guaranteed "white only" suburbs post-WW |1 isfascinating asis his account of the
politics of private development based on infusions of public money, e.g. the FHA and the VA loan programs. He also
includes alot of landscape architectural history in his discussions of pre-WW [l 'burbs. Fascinating material.

Thisfirst full-scale history of the development of the American suburb examines how "the good life" in America came
to be equated with the a home of one's own surrounded by a grassy yard and located far from the urban workplace.
Integrating social history with economic and architectural analysis, and taking into account such factors as the
availability of cheap land, inexpensive building methods, and rapid transportation, Kenneth Jackson chronicles the
phenomenal growth of the American suburb from the middle of the 19th century to the present day. He treats
communitiesin every section of the U.S. and compares American residential patterns with those of Japan and Europe.
In conclusion, Jackson offers a controversia prediction: that the future of residential deconcentration will be very
different from its past in both the U.S. and Europe.

"A compelling narrative.... Jackson traces the consequences of the predominantly North American process [of
suburbanization] through three centuries of technological, economic and social innovation."--Philadelphia
InquirerAbout the AuthorKenneth T. Jackson, Professor of History at Columbia University, isthe author of The Ku
Klux Klan in the City, 1915-1930; Citiesin American History; and a number of other books.



